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countries celebrate
World Environment Day
each year.
It is popularly also known
as “People’s Day” to show
their care and support for
Earth and their
environment.

Each year a different country hosts World
Environment Day. This year, Columbia
(South America) is hosting and the 2020
theme is “Biodiversity”
Listed as one of the world’s
“megadiverse” countries and sustaining
close to 10 per cent of the planet’s
biodiversity, Colombia ranks first in bird
and orchid species diversity and second
in plants, butterflies, freshwater fish and
amphibians. The country has several
areas of high biological diversity in
Andean ecosystems, with a significant
variety of endemic species. It also has
part of the Amazon rainforest and the
humid ecosystems of the Chocó
biogeographical area.

The History of World Environment Day
First organized in 1974, it has been a major
campaign for environmental issues ranging from
marine pollution, human overgrowth, and raising
awareness about global warming, sustainable
consumption, and wildlife crime.

Let’s talk about biodiversity!
This year’s theme is biodiversity, a concern that is both
urgent and existential. Recent global events, from
bushfires in Brazil and Australia to locust infestations in
East Africa, and now a global disease pandemic,
demonstrate the interdependence of humans and the
webs of life, in which they exist. Biodiversity is the
foundation that supports all life on land and below water.
It affects every aspect of human health, providing clean
air and water, nutritious foods, scientific understanding
and medicine sources, natural disease resistance, and
climate change mitigation. Changing, or removing one
element of this web affects the entire life system and can
produce negative consequences. Human actions,
including deforestation, encroachment on wildlife habitats,
intensified agriculture, and acceleration of climate
change, have pushed nature beyond its limit. It would
take 1.6 Earths to meet the demands that humans make
of nature each year. If we continue this path, biodiversity
loss will have severe implications for humanity, including
the collapse of food and health systems.

All That Nature Provides
While forests occupy less than a third of the Earth’s
surface, they are home to more than 80 per cent of all
terrestrial species of animals, plants and insects; serve as
a source of livelihood to more than a quarter of the world’s
population; offer sources of medicine; and soak up carbon
dioxide.
Globally, however, deforestation continues at an alarming
rate, with 7 million hectares of forest destroyed every year
– an area roughly the size of Portugal.
Forest fires happen in the dry season (July–October), and
because of natural occurrences such as lightning strikes.
However, fires are sometimes started intentionally, and
trees are often cleared to make space for industrial
activities and large-scale agriculture. Today, it is estimated
that more than three-quarters of Amazon forest-clearing is
for the purpose of cattle-ranching.

Under the Sea
Coral reefs are home to 25 per cent of marine life and are a major
source of food to more than half a billion people. Every day, drugs
derived from coral reefs are dispensed around the world for treating
diseases such as cancer, arthritis, human bacterial infections, and
viruses.
Coral reefs are being damaged by harmful fishing practices,
pollution, marine debris, ocean warming and acidification that
occurs when oceans absorb great volumes of carbon dioxide that
result from burning fossil fuels. In the last 30 years, 50 per cent of
corals have died, and it is projected that 90 per cent will die by
2050.

Of the 35,800 species protected by the Convention on the
International Trade in Endangered Species, 30,000 are
plants.
It is estimated that there are 8 million species of plants and
animals on Earth. However, we are losing species 1,000
times faster than at any other time in recorded human
history. Up to 1 million animal and plant species are
currently threatened with extinction – many within decades.

Hey, Parents!
Check it out!
The Children’s Butterfly Site is a wonderful, educational
resource for teachers, parents, and kids! From coloring
pages to learning about the life cycle of butterflies, this
amazing site will keep kids busy for hours, diving into the
exciting world of butterflies, moths, and other fascinating
insects.

Check out a fun video about Earth!
What can WE do?
Each one of us has a role to play in ending
biodiversity loss and preserving nature for
human well-being. As individuals we must
rethink what we buy and use and become
conscious consumers. If we are to change our
current course of destruction to one of
custodianship of nature, we must first LEARN
about what we can do; SHARE that
knowledge with our family and friends on
World Environment Day and beyond; and
ACT on the things we need to change.

Today, over 1.5 billion children
are unable to go to school.
Coronavirus’ impact goes beyond
the health and economic crisis; it
is also jeopardizing the education
of students around the world
The team at Earth School aims to help the parents of students around the world, many of
whom are taking on their children’s education for the first time. Locating quality lessons and
activities online is no easy task; we hope to support them in this unfamiliar moment of global
pause and provide the spark of inspiration that will connect young people to nature!
Go to https://ed.ted.com/earth-school to embark on fun adventures, or “quests”.

Thank you National Geographic
for sharing your graphics and
amazing content with us!

